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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 




1 . (Currently Amended) A virtual terminal configuring method:^ comprising th e steps 

(a) managing rerminal management information conc e rning associated with a 
plurality of communication terminals of a user; 

(b) identifying, when a call addressed to said user is initiated by an initiating 
communication terminal , on e or mor e those communication terminals of the plurality of 
communication terminals tmt can accept said call by referring to Q} an ability needed for a 
type of communication involved in said call^ and £2} the terminal management information 
associated with conc e rning saiM plurality of communication terminals managed fey in said 
step (a); and 

(c) separating informationunvolved in the said call into respective items of 
information to be sent to said the respective one or mor e communication terminals identified 
fey in said step (b)^ and combining res pective items of information received from said on e or 
more the respective communication terminals identified fey in said step (b) into information to 
be sent to one of the plurality of said iniriating communication t e rminals terminal that 
initiates said call, 

a virtual terminal being formed by said on e or mor e communication terminals 
identified fey in said step (b):, md the virtual terminal communicating with said on e of th e 
plurality of initiating communication t e rminal s yterminal . 



2. (Currently Amended) The virtual terminal configuring method as claimed in claim 
1 , further comprising tho stop of 



' This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
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£d} convening the respective items of information separated fey in said step (b) using 
an information coding sch e m e conforming to said on e of th e plurality of t e rminals (c) into 
corresponding items of information coded according to respective thos e using information 
coding schemes emploVed in said on e or mor e the respective communication terminals and 
vic e v e rsa identified in said step (h) . 




3. (Currently Amended) The virtual terminal configuring method as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein the terminal managWent information managed fey in said step (a) includes 
predetermined communication abilities of the plurality of communication terminals. 

4. (Currently Amended) A Virtual terminal configuring device^ comprising: 
a first part managing configured to manage terminal management information 

concerning a plurality of communication terminals of a user; 

a second part id e ntifying configured to identify , when a call addressed to said user is 
initiated by an initiating communication t^pninaU one or mor e those communication 
terminals of the plurality of communicationVerminals that can accept said call by referring to 
(1) an ability needed for a communication inviolved in said calU and {2} the terminal 
management information concerning said plurality of communication terminals managed by 
said first part; and 

a third part s e parating configured to separate information involved in the said call into 
respective items of information to be sent to said on e or mor e the respective communication 
terminals identified by said second part^ and combinmg to combine respective items of 
information received from said one or mor e the respective communication terminals 
identified by said second part into information to be sen\ to one of the plurality of to said 
initiating communication terminals terminal that initiates said call. 
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a virtual teraiinal being formed by said on e or mor e communication terminals 
identified by said second part^ aad the virtual terminal communicating with said on e of th e 
plurality of initiating communication t e rminals terminal . 

5. (Currently Amended) The virtual terminal configuring device as claimed in claim 
4, fiirther comprisingi 

a fourth part conv e rtihg configured to convert the respective items of information 
separated by said s e cond thirapart using an information coding schem e conforming to said 
on e of the plurality of communication t e rminals into corresponding items of information 
coded according to respective thos e using information coding schemes employed in said one 
or mor e the respective conununication terminals identified by said second part and vic e versa . 

6. (Original) The virtual terminal configuring device as claimed in claim 4, wherein 
the terminal management informatiommanaged by said first part includes predetermined 
communication abilities of the pluralitjt of communication terminals. 

7. (Currently Amended) The virtual terminal configuring device as claimed in claim 
4, wherein said third part compresses and ebcpands the respective items of information in 
accordance with communication abilities of yaid ono or moro the respective communication 
terminals identified by said second part. 



8. (Currently Amended) The virtual terminal configuring device as claimed in claim 
4, wherein said third part filters the respective items of information in accordance with 
communication abilities of said ono or mor e the respective communication terminals 
identified by said second part. 
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9, (Ciirrently Amended) A communication system^ comprising: 
a plurality of communication terminals of users ; and 

a virtual rerminal configuring device to which the plurality of communication 
terminals are coupled, 

said virtual tetminal configuring device comprising: 

a first part managing configured to manage terminal management information 
concerning said plurality of communication terminals; 

a second part identifying configured to identify , v/htn a call addressed to a first on e of 
th e us e rs user is initiated, one V more those communication terminals that can accept said 
call by referring to £1} an abilityVieeded for a communication involved in said call^ and (2} 
the terminal management information concerning the communication terminals; and 

a third part s e parating configured to separate information involved in the said call into 
respective items of information to be sent to said one or more the respective communication 
terminals identified by said second part and combining to combine respective items of 
information received from said on e or mar e the respective communication terminals 
identified by said second part into informat\on to be sent to one of the plurality of a 
communication terminals terminal associatea with a second user of a s e cond on e of th e us e rs 
that initiates said call, 

a virtual terminal of the first user being formed by said on e or mor e communication 
terminals identified by said second part so that said virtual terminal of th e first one of th e 
us e rs and said on e of th e communication t e rminal of terminal associated with the second 
user can communicat e are configured to communicate with each other. 
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10. (Omginal) The communication system as claimed in claim 9, wherein the 
plurality of communication terminals include communication terminals coupled to the virtual 
terminal configuring device via a radio communication interface. 

1 1 . (Original) The communication system as claimed in claim 9, wherein the 
plurality of communication terminals include communication terminals coupled to the virtual 
terminal configuring device via a network. 

12. (Currently Amended) A virtual terminal configuring device^ comprising: 
a virtual terminal fimctioV unit forming configured to form a virtual terminal 

including communication terminals of a first user coupled to said virtual terminal configuring 
device, said virtual terminal b e ing capabl e of communicating configured to communicate 
with a commimication terminal of a seicond user having a communication protocol different 
fi-om communication protocols of said Qommunication terminals of the first user.i -and 

wherein said virtual terminal function unit including a part s e parating includes a part 
configured to separate information fi-om tlie communication terminal of the second user into 
items of information respectively conforming to the respective communication protocols of 
the communication terminals forming the virtual terminal^ and combining to combine items 
of information fi-om the communication terminals forming the virtual terminal into 
information conforming to the communication protocol of the communication terminal of the 
second user by referring to terminal management information concerning the communication 
terminals of the first and second users. \ 

13. (New) A virtual terminal configuring method, comprising: 
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managing terminal management infomiation related to a plurality of communication 
terminals of a useis 

identifying, When a cell addressed to said user is initiated, predetermined 
communication terminals capable of accepting said call based on (1) an ability required for a 
communication involved in said call, and (2) the terminal management information related to 
said plurality of communication terminals that are managed; and 

separating informaiion involved in said call into items of information to be sent 
distributively to said predetermined communication terminals, and combining items of 
information from said predetermined communication terminals into information that is to be 
sent to one of the plurality of dommunication terminals that initiates said call, 

a virtual terminal being Ubrmed by said predetermined communication terminals that 
communicate with said one of the plurality of communication terminals. 

14. (New) The virtual tem^nal configuring method as claimed in claim 13, further 
comprising: 

converting the separated items\of information according to an information coding 
scheme conforming to said one of the plurality of communication terminals, into items of 
information, using information coding schemes employed in said predetermined 
communication terminals. 



15. (New) A virtual terminal confi Airing device configured to couple to a plurality 
of communication terminals of a user, comprising: 

a terminal management unit having a first part configured to manage terminal 
management information related to the plurality\of conununication terminals, and a second 
part to identify, when a call addressed to said usen is initiated, predetermined communication 
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terminals conMgured to accept said call based on (1) an ability required for a communication 
involved in saioVcall, and (2) the terminal management information related to said plurality of 
communication teVninals that are managed; 

a separating Vnit configured to separate information involved in said call into items of 
information to be sent\o said predetermined communication terminals; and 

a combining unitVconfigured to combine items of information from said 
predetermined communication terminals into information that is to be sent to one of the 
plurality of communicationVerminals that initiates said call, 

wherein a virtual tenninal is formed by said predetermined communication terminals 
that communicates with said one of the plurality of communication terminals. 

16. (New) The virtual temiinal configuring device as claimed in claim 15, further 
comprising: \ 

a converting section configu^d to convert the separated items of information 
according to an information coding scneme conforming to said one of the plurality of 
communication terminals, into items oninformation, using information coding schemes 
employed in said predetermined communication terminals. 

17. (New) A virtual terminal confi|guring device comprising: 

a virtual terminal fimction unit configured to form a virtual terminal including 
communication terminals of a first user coupkd to said virtual terminal configuring device, 
said virtual terminal configured to communicate with a communication terminal of a second 
user having a communication protocol different fi-om communication protocols of said 
communication terminals of the first user, \ 

said virtual terminal fimction unit comprismg: 
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a separatinV unit configured to separate information from the communication 
terminal of the second user into items of information respectively conforming to the 
communication protocols of the communication terminals forming the virtual 
terminal; and 

a combining unit configured to combine items of information from the 
communication terminals formmg the virtual terminal into information conforming to 
the communication protocol of the communication terminal of the second user based 
on terminal management informatiop related to the communication terminals of the 
first and second users. 
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